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March 7, 2018     03 - Mark 14:43-65 

 

43 Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him was a crowd armed with 

swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the elders.   44 Now the 

betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away 

under guard.” 45 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. 46 The men seized Jesus 

and arrested him. 47 Then one of those standing near drew his sword and struck the servant of the high 

priest, cutting off his ear.  48 “Am I leading a rebellion,” said Jesus, “that you have come out with swords 

and clubs to capture me? 49 Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not 

arrest me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.” 50 Then everyone deserted him and fled.  51 A young 

man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus. When they seized him, 52 he fled naked, 

leaving his garment behind.  

 

I was watching Captain America with my son a few weeks ago.  Red Skull, the evil nazi-type villain was 

escaping in a plane, and Captain America was racing in a car to try and catch the plane before it got off the 

ground.  Before he left, Peggy Carter, the female lead in the movie, told him to kiss her.  After they kissed she 

looked at Captain America and said, “Go get him!”  Then Captain America sat up, paused, and looked at 

Tommy Lee Jones.  Tommy shook his head and said, “I’m not kissing you.”  One of the funniest lines of the 

movie.    

 

In today’s text, Judas kissed Jesus, and Jesus let him.  The kiss is not romanticized.  It is not used as a sense of 

motivation.   Judas chose to hand Jesus over to death by kissing Him.   

 

Forsaken by the Kiss of a Friend 

 

Back in Jesus’ day the kiss was a sign of fellowship.  It was also a sign of blessing.  In 1 Samuel 10:1 it says, 

“Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on Saul’s head and kissed him, saying, ‘Has not the LORD 

anointed you leader over his inheritance?’” Paul told the Romans, Corinthians and the Thessalonians to greet 

each other with a “holy kiss.”  So it would appear that the kiss was also a sanctified way of greeting one another 

and showing each other they were brothers back in the day.  I would envision this to be like you might see in 

some movies where people go up to each other and give each other a kiss on the cheeks, somewhat akin to the 

way in which we shake hands and perhaps give a half embrace to those we tend to know rather well.  This is 

what Judas chose to do with Jesus.  

 

Why did Judas do this?  What we do know, for the Scriptures make it clear, is that it was greed that drove his 

decision.  Having helped himself into the money bag of which he was the keeper, he had shown a weakness for 

money.  He was angry with Mary for pouring almost a years worth of perfume on Jesus’ feet, and there is no 

doubt that he wasn’t happy about Jesus being anointed on the head as well.  It’s as the Proverb says, “Whoever 

loves money never has enough.”  What else did he reason?  He could use the money for good?  Did he think 

that Jesus would escape as he did the other times?  Was he upset because Jesus wasn’t starting a rebellion as he 

had hoped?   

 

It’s shameless, isn’t it, in how he goes about this?  To walk right up to Jesus and kiss him right in front of the 

crowd and the disciples?  Someone once mentioned how people didn’t have glasses back then.  Since it was 



2 

dark out, Jesus and the disciples would have looked very similar since they all would have worn full beards.  

Perhaps it was a matter of necessity than anything else.  But why kiss Him?  Why even pretend to be Jesus’ 

friend, when Judas had clearly become Jesus’ enemy?  Jesus even asks Judas that much in another Gospel.  

“Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”  (Lk 22:48)   Perhaps Judas was convinced that this 

is what had to happen in order to get the show on the road.  If Jesus really were the Son of Man He would then 

have to prove it by forcibly removing Himself from the situation.  It was time for Jesus to put up or shut up.  No 

matter how Judas explained his behavior to himself, Jesus let Judas know straight up what he was doing.  He 

was betraying the Son of Man with a kiss.  He was using an act of love as an act of betrayal.  He knew exactly 

where Jesus and the disciples would be that night, and he used his insider knowledge against them. 

 

There are certain sins that are more bold than others, where we use our knowledge of God’s Word as a means 

for boldly sinning.  I know of a man who knew that divorce was wrong, but he wanted out of his marriage.  He 

knew that the only two reasons for divorce were abandonment and adultery.  But he also knew that if he were to 

commit adultery, his wife would divorce him.  He could ask for forgiveness, and then he would be out of the 

marriage that he didn’t want to be in anyway.  He used his knowledge of God’s Word to do something that he 

knew was wrong and try to get his way.   

 

Another woman was too scared to do that, so she just badgered her husband day in and day out.  She stayed 

with him but did all she could to make his life as miserable as possible.  When he finally filed for a divorce, she 

could point the finger at him and blame him for deserting her, even though she was sinning against him daily by 

nagging him mercilessly day after day.   She used her knowledge of the word to make herself out to be the 

victim, when she was far from it.  This is just like kissing Jesus and calling him Rabbi while betraying Him at 

the same time.   

 

Of course, there are other times in life when the kiss is more blatantly defiant, when a sinner will grow tired of 

the sorrow and the repentance.  He’ll throw caution to the wind and just willfully do what he knows is wrong.  

He’ll look at the sky and see if anything happens, defying God to act.  Perhaps he’s got plenty of money and 

power and thinks he doesn’t need God on his side.  It’s his way of trying to look Jesus in the eye and saying, 

“Greetings, Rabbi!”    

 

Then again, there are others that think that no matter what they do, it is all fine as long as they keep giving Jesus 

lip service.  On Saturday night he cusses with the sailors and on Sunday morning he touches his lips to the body 

and blood of the LORD.  What is worse?  He thinks the LORD should be happy with his, “Greetings, Rabbi.”  

There is no true confession of sins.  There is only a lifeless lip service during the hymns.  There is no repentant 

attention to the word of God.   There’s only a lifeless attendance in order to make spouse or parents happy.  It’s 

as if we think that coming to worship covers over our sins.  As long as we go to worship we can say whatever 

we want and do whatever we want, and Jesus should be happy with us.  Nonsense.  Would you betray the Son 

of a man with a kiss?  Do you really think God is that stupid?   

 

Jesus was not intimidated by Judas or this big crowd of soldiers with all of their swords and spears.  Jesus 

willingly put Himself forth and identified Himself, causing the whole crowd to draw back and fall down before 

Him.  “I am he.”  Jesus had been such a pacifist for so much of His ministry. Numerous times they had tried to 

stone Him and arrest Him, and how many times did Jesus escape their grasp?  People had questioned and 

challenged Jesus, but He never raised a fist to them or showed aggression.  Perhaps Judas grew complacent.  
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Perhaps we do too.  We forget that hiding behind that kind and forgiving exterior there is still a holy God who 

isn’t intimidated by us one bit.    

 

After the kiss, Peter thought that Jesus needed his protection.  Now was his chance to step up and prove to Jesus 

how courageous he would really be.   Imagine the audacity of it all.  Peter was going to protect God.  Forget 

about how Jesus had chased out demons and raised the dead.  Forget about the angels.  Nope.  Peter is here to be 

Jesus’ angel.   

Then one of those standing near drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting 

off his ear.   “Am I leading a rebellion,” said Jesus, “that you have come out with swords and clubs 

to capture me?  Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest 

me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.”  Then everyone deserted him and fled.   A young man, 

wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus. When they seized him, he fled naked, 

leaving his garment behind.  

Isn’t it amazing?  For as weak as Jesus looks in this situation, He still commands the situation.  He tells Peter to 

put down His sword.  He commands the dispersal of the disciples.  He heals Malchus of his ear.  He proves 

amid all the weakness that He is God.  And what happens to the disciples that wanted to stand up for Jesus and 

who all swore they would stand by Jesus to the bitter end?  While Jesus is standing firm, they run away.  One 

even leaves his clothes behind and run away naked.  That one was probably Mark.  So much for bravado.   

 

How embarrassing this moment must have been for Mark.  What was he known for on the night Jesus was 

betrayed?  Streaking through the garden.  Was Peter’s sin any better?  He did even worse.  He tried to take the 

law into his own hands and tried to murder the high priest’s servant.  He chopped off his ear.  What kind of trust 

was Peter showing in such an instance?  What do they all end up doing?  Forsaking Jesus and leaving him to die 

at the lips of one of their own disciples.  What good did any of them do?  None at all.  Who would have 

predicted such a thing?  Jesus did, but none of them believed it.  They didn’t think they were capable of such 

evil, yet Jesus knew they were. 

 

We would love to think that we are so much bolder and that we would do so much better.  But truth be told, we 

are capable of performing just as badly, if not worse.  Truth be told, we have proven ourselves to be cowards in 

the face of much less.  But make no mistake, the confrontations are coming.   

 

They are now threatening a professor in Canada of a fine if he doesn’t refer to people by the gender they want to 

be called by.  Last year, you may remember, that North Carolina was vilified by the media for not offering 

transgender bathrooms to the people that came and visited.  The NCAA threatened to remove their school from 

the basketball tournament.  What will the NCAA and the government do to our private colleges that prove 

themselves to be against these things?  There is no question we will lose federal grant money.  What else will 

happen?  How will we respond?  Will we try to arm ourselves with guns to fight to the bitter end?  Will we try 

to lawyer up and use lawyers to win our battles?  Will we keep quiet in hopes that we don’t lose funding?  Will 

we simply try to run away from the persecution and not make a stand?   

 

What was the most faithful thing the disciples could have done in this instance?  Even as Jesus was being 

arrested, He still provided for their escape.  He told them to let the disciples go.  He told them to put their 

swords down.  He allowed it all to happen and said, “the Scriptures must be fulfilled.”  Jesus had to be 

forsaken, to die alone.  There are some things we just can’t stop from happening, ugly as they may be, and 
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thank God they do.  It is not bravery to try and upend the government.  There is a time for everything under the 

sun.  The gospel was spread not through rebellion, but as the church scattered, she shared the word.  It takes 

faith to believe that when we are persecuted, humiliated, and scattered, then we grow.   God doesn’t need our 

protection or our swords for His will to be done.  This was one battle that God had to win alone.  It was only 

right that the disciples put down their arms, and let Jesus pick up His weapon of choice, the cross.   

 

Were you Jesus, what would you have done?  Shoved Judas away?  Punched him in the mouth?  Told Judas, 

“Get your filthy lips off of me, you traitor.”   Who wants to be kissed by a traitor?  It would be worse than being 

kissed by a snake.  But he shows no anger towards Judas.  He even still calls him, “friend.”   He called Judas out 

and exposed him, yes.  But nonetheless he simply let Judas kiss him.  He let Judas kiss Him to death.   

 

Then Jesus finished this with a simple question.  “Am I leading a rebellion that you have come out with 

swords and clubs to capture me?”  The natural answer is that they needed none of this.  Jesus wasn’t leading a 

rebellion.  But on the other hand, He was.  It was a rebellion against sin and death and hell.  He came to capture 

the human heart and soul.  He came to rescue us from the devil’s grip and rebel against Satan’s might!   He 

didn’t need to be captured with swords and clubs.  He was captured with love for us, so that He could be 

crucified.   Why?  So that the Scriptures must be fulfilled and Jesus could die for the world.  Touched by the 

lips of death, Jesus allowed himself to be kissed by the filthy lips of a traitor, all so that his lips could utter the 

beautiful words of forgiveness.   

 

Dear Jesus, thank you for being caught.  Thank you for receiving the kiss of death and being forsaken by the 

kiss of a friend, all so that our lips can taste of your mercy and your forgiveness, and so that our ears can hear 

you speak such gracious words to our souls.  Your words are the kiss of salvation on the lips of the soul.  Amen.   


